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DEFENSE OF THE GROUNDHOG.

GREAT many hasty or ill nstared
persons have been criticising the
gronndhog becsuse for the past
week or ten days the weather has
been, so they allege, comparative-
ly mild, says the Birmingham
Nows. They contend that the
groundhog in  discredited as a
prophet, and Is not evem in the
elasn with the goosebove, the sig-
- pal serviee man and other more or
less unreliable prognosticators of weather condi-
tions

This sudden sspersion must be born of envy.
Nearly every American cheerishes a secret ambi-
tion to be a weather propbet, and it ia galliog to s
small sonl t0 be cutdone in prescience by an animal
that spends six months of the year in a hole in the
ground. Therefore at the first opportunity the
groundbog is held up to ridicule and made the tar-
got of jeers, fieors and sweers. IVs wrong. It js
an indefensible injustice perpetrated upon & most
deseryiog animal. The groundhog Is not preten-
tious. It has the shrinking patore which is so
often the concomitant of innate worth. It does not
CAITY & bill-ro‘br or » brass band sreund with it to
attract pablie notice, but quistly and unobstrusive-
ly year in snd year out on the second

day of February it lets the sometimes unpapprecia-|

tive world knows wheather it will be a late or an
early apring. This informstten is imparted without
cost to any tax payer. The weather of the United
Btates govesnment is maiptained at a yearly ex-
pense of two cents per capita, Every man, woman
and ehild fo the United States must pay the price
of & postage stamp to malotain a system of guessing
at the weather. It should also be borne in mind
that the weather bureau, even in momenta of
wildest absodon, does not presume to forecast more
than thirty-six hours ahead of time, and even at
that is very often wrong. Thegroundhog, upon the
other hand, gives a prediction covering six weeks
of futurity, and does not levy a per oapita tax for it
either. Gratitude, therefore, to say nothing of per
sona] respect should still the mouth of siander.

The groundrog is not discredited in the minds of
copoervative element of our eciti-
penship, It was not to be expected that there
should be a 00ld wave every day or that the North
Pole should be moved ivaide the city liwmita.

The groundhog has said that there will be severe
weather uptil the of March, snd severe weslber
there will be im apite of skeptics, critice and ill-
mavered ieconoclasts. The weather is mow eolder
than geual at this time of the year, as frienda of the

ndhog ean prove by statistics. The sttempt to
rive the groundhog of bis well earned reputation
is underbanded and unmanley. It can only react
upon the heads of those who commit av offense se
out of keeping with appreciatied of justioe and fair
dealing. _
e

A Missouri editor -:mnood that for just oue is.

* soe he would tell the troth. Here are a few items

from thet lssue: ‘*‘Jobn Bouin, the laziest merchant
in town, made & trip to Bellview yesterday. Jobn
Doyle, our man, is dolng a poor business.
His store is dusty, dirty and noxionaly odoriferous.
How can he expect to do much! Rev, Btyx preach-
od Banday night on charity. The sermon was punk.
I the reverend gentleman would live up a little
oloser to what he preaches he'd have bigger congre-
'=|I:O- Dave Saokey died )ast Batarday st his

{n this place. The doctor gave it out as heart
. The fact Is, he was drunk and whiskey is
what killed him, His home was a rented shack on
Roudy strest. Married—Miss Sylvia Rbodes and
' evening in the Babtist

' W The bride is a very ordinary town gir),

r

 ‘who doesn’t know amy more thsn

& rabbit about
cooking and who vever belped her mother three

‘her 1its, She is not 8 besuty by soy mesns
a goif like o fat duck. The groom is well
here ) Wp-to-date loaler, He has been

OKOLONA

Many Natural Advan .~ Ships
Annually 20,000 Balee of Cotton
and 1, Car Louds of Hay.—Im-
portant Railroad Relay Division.

HIS beautiful, enterorising and prosper-
ous City, located in the midst of the

most fertile lands of the State and at an *

4 elevation higher than any other point on
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, betwaen Cairo,
IIL. and Mobile, Ala., possesses in & pre¢-emi-
nent dagree advantages that few towns in
Mississippl have. It is one of the healthlest
gities in the South, having never had an
spidamic of any kind, and its elevation gives it
immunity from malarial troubles of every de-
scription. The water supply is an abundant
one, which is obtained from wells 600 feet
deep. and is conveyed through cast iron pipes
to every portion of the City. The waler is as
clear as a crystal, delightfully cool, and the
analysis shows that it is free from all crganic
matter and not only the purest and best for
drinking, but also splendid for using in boilers
and engines. The climate is simply superb.
The winters are short and mild, while the
summers are pleasant; scarcely a day passes
that is not refreshed by the gentle and invig-
orating breeze which sweeps cver the prairies
laden with the aroma of the thousands of wild
flowers which bedecks and give an air of en-
chantment to the landscapes in every direc-
tion.

Commercially, no town in the State has a
higher rating than Okolona. She enjoys & lu-
crative trade from several adjoining counties,
and receives nearly every year from the wagon
trade alone eighteen to twenty thousand bales
of cotton. This is also an extensive shipping
point for cattle, poultry and eggs. which go
out jn carload lots to New Orleans, St. Louls
Chicago and New York. Okolona has the
reputation of shipping more hay than any
other town in the South, and has a building
erecied for the reception of hay alone, which
in magnitude exceeds anything of the kind in
the State. The hay lands produce from two
and one-hslf to four tons per acre, and of &
most excellent quality, which finds a ready
market at all seasons of the year,

When you come to the question of schools
apd churches, Okolona takes an advanced
position. She has a beautiful school building
which cost $26,000, well equipped with a fine
library and all the medern applisnces, and is
under the management of the best and most
efficient teachers to be obtained. The churches
are good substantial buildings, representing
the Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian and
Cathollc denominations,

The City owns and boasts of having one 67
the best and most thoroughly equipped water
and glectric light plants in the State.

A branch of the Mobile and Ohioc Rallroad
I5 now being built from Okolona in & westerly
direction, which directly conneots us with the
finest hard wood timbered lands in the State,
making this pre-sminently one of the best lo-
cations for manufacturing industries of every
kind, and gspecially a desirable location for
factories that will turn sut spokes, handles,
furniture, coffins, vehicles of all kinds and
wooden novelties of every description, as well
a8 cottdn factories and colton seed oil mills.

The citizens of Okolona are offering special
inducements to have industries
of every kind located here. Thé City Council
offers to give water and electric lights free
for five years, and make the taxes just as
small as possible ; In fach to agree on such
«price a8 will be surs to meet with the
‘proval of the manufacturer, whils the
under the organization of the
Club propose to give & location free
manufagturers, so long as the lot
the purpose for which it is was donated.

The Mobile and Ohlo Railroad is no
ting in the largest yard of
State, and it is believed from the
of the work now under headway
will soon have their machine shops
here. The relay station and round-h
already here, 83 the mashine shops are
ally to be expected. The various industries
already in existence at this place are rapidly

if you are looking for &
ufacturing

1 H
e diet

g
]
5’1
£%

g
H

£

i

§

GOD SAVE THE CZAR-GOD HELP PEOPLE.

HE war hetween Ruossia has beguo,

- says the Chieago Awerican.

Men and wowen io Ronsia ave
singing the paticoal sothem, “‘God
Bave the Csar."

The Ozar s sale in his palace,
and will remain sale maoy miler
, ~a="  from the scene of sctual fighting-

His subjeota are crowded on battleships nnd transe
poré ships earrying them to the front, where thei,
thronts will be oot or thelr bodies blown into a
thousand pleces by shells, - ;

Toe mothers wave their baods to thelr sons and

Ibusbands marching off —never £ see them again—

and all sing “*God Bave the Czar” with gennine en-
thuslasm and pisty.

It is tbe old story of war—the curious old story of
homan natore and sta: masees of the peo-
pla marching to butehery Jo the tane of a pational
alr, while the sutoerat who #ets them fghting re-
muing safely st home, - _

The beginning of this war is the beginning of
Raasia’s seriots attempt to gain control of Asia and
pake her Emperor Emperor of Asia—Ewperor of
ané-hall of the world. .
. 'T'he great ambition of the Rassians, handed down
from one Czar to snother, remaining iotsct despite
individual dissipation, Irequent sadden deaths and
assassinations, is o make one more big straggle for
its realization.

Oontrol of the earth is the modest snibition of the
Rossian Czar, Their natural tendency was west-
ward, and toward conquest of civilized Earope, as a
preliminary to takiog on the rest of the world,

Bat westward the Russians have been unable to

spread,

The great backbond of the German people, with »
million armed men, officered by men like Moltke,
stands a solid wall, against whieh the Russians
might beat in vain,

‘Bogland bolds Gibraltar, and the powers of
Eurape uanits to close the Dardaoelles to warshipes.
This keeps the Czar’s navy lrom making conguests
in the Mediterranean. The Buropean agreement has
kept the Black Sea bottled ap.

Unable to expand in ths direction of strong West-
erp civilization, Wbe Rossinos have been preparing
to spread out into the Bast, and thelr war aguiost
Japan,carefully thoaght out snd prearrsoged, begins
their war far the conquest of Asla.

QGlive them Jopan sn 1 China, with uatold millions
of men to connt upon, and they will be able to nse
those men to take all of Asia, to conquer the meek
pesple of India and lake that country sad the Eng-
lish,

T'iis is the third grest scheme for the coquest of
Asis that we read of in history.

Alexander the Great tried It, avd bhe succeeded.
He conquered Asis, nsiog Asiatios to Aght Asintics,
in ::liuo-tohll own Muacedonians.

Napoleon dreamed also of Asistic co
even plaoned the costame which be should wear rid-
ing around on ap elephant, and decided ths & an
Bastern religion' would sult him than the

;

- s feeble
toward Asiatic conguest.
Wi & mere nothing,

He felt and he said thet
sod for a conqueror.

Asia was the real fi
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dn, on the other hand, re
n of autoeratio governme 'Il_lld-

torms.

-| well within the control of the other Po

republie, fighting to establish’ a brutal, autceratie
goveroment os the ruins of the ambitioas Japaness
peaple,

Those who hope for the vietory of little Japan
have ove great fuct to comfort them:

In Japan all minds sre passionately patriotio and
devoted to the government, eager for ity saccess,

In Rossia it ju i servile stupidity that
sings ‘“‘God Bave the Ozar”’ when it sees long lines
of political prisoners, dressed in white, vanishing
iuto Sibetia. It toe Czac wine be must win withous
the sympathy of iotelligent mew, even in his own
00

. -

IT the Japanese lose, they will be defeatsd in spite
gt.; patriotic, united, determined people’s obstinate

nse.

The Unlted Btates, free lrom any denger of conflict,
despite some alleged little misonderstandibg with
Korea aa to gansranteeing ber nentrality, will profit
for the time being.

We shall sell oats to the ‘Rossian and Japaness
cavalery, shoes, eloths, eanved meata, and all
other goods to the armiea. eshall demaad and

we shall get cash, _

But, in the long run, all s aod all ol
the earth are tied together. The distruction of life
in Japau and in Russia will mean so many fewer
mouths for ue to feed in the fature. We sball do »
rushing business now, but our costomers will die by
tens of millions. And wo shall saffer, with the rest
of humanity, through the reintroduction of useless,
brutal war as & means of settling quarrels or of
seizing property.

—_— e — )

Such a proposition ss that which Mr. Hay has
made to the other Powars in regard to the nentrality
of the Chinese Government and the integrity of the
territory of China so far transoends in importance sl
ordioary traossctions, even those on the largest
scale, as to make them seem trivial and vaimport-
ant, says the Cincinnstti Boquirer. Mon of greas
ability pegocinte for months over the tranafeé of
small tracta of land, or the purchase of a railvoad,
sud cousider that they are eogaged in large al-
hlmbnthmh ose man who, from his office in
Waabington, sete on foot & movement benefloent in
its purpose, and 8o com in its ellects, as
to inveive the fates of empires, and the peace and.
bappiness of millions of pesple.
note appesrs to be vot oply to prevect the Chinese
Empire from being drawa into the existing war, and
preserve it from lonlg aggression, but to prevent
the fighting between the Powers themsélves, which
would probably follow, i it were understood thub
the bars were down and Ohiloa to indiscrimi-
uste conquest. War ha broken 1t Is o the fn-
terest of the civiliged world to lmit its area and
minimize its effeots to the uimost possible extent.
Detalls of Mr. Hay's note are not yet publie, but it is
bardly So be supposed that it is intended to vover
Korea and Maocharis.” They comprise as yeb
seat of war, snd, whichever side wins,
doubtless assert the right to deal: with
fmme distely involved, from the standpoint
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terfous party, snd would be in a position to maln-
tain it. Neither Russia nor Japsa agalo wounld be
likely to submit tamely to smoh conditions as were
foreed lron Japan after her over Ohina,
making it substantially & barren one, but aside from

Mavchuria sod Korea, the situatio
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Wﬁ&-“ toterest and ha
m preseant time to
of war. Whether the note
oan fail to recogoize
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been “broken’ by the blow ol ap importand
i hﬂnail;:l. mi:‘.n‘:hnm::::
will mm.h:ﬂ
railroad line convecting Rusaia proper the Far
Hoast. The Japs are adepls la this apecies of wae-
fare, and tactics of ¢ne kind are absolutely necessary
to keep the Mikedo’s forees from befng, in time,
overwhelmed by sheer foree of numbers. It is nob
h-l&an_-hm a sufficient foroe
upon the mainland of Asia to snocessfully with
the large Bussian army slready in lbelm.ho
element of real dm to the doughty litile
Jops is Rusain's ‘to send reinforcements
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